The Torture and Mock Hanging of a Butler,
and Latin Macaronics in Civil War New College

In 1809 one John Walker published an entertaining four-volume set of anecdotes about
Oxford life and lives, Oxoniana. Walker, clergyman and a future proprietor of the Oxford
Herald, was a fellow of New College, and his eye and ear perhaps fell easily on stories about
his own college, one of which is the subject of this note.

Walker had spotted among Bodleian manuscripts a letter written by the eighteenth-
century antiquary Thomas Hearne to Thomas Rawlinson, and he copied it out in full for
his Oxoniana. It concerned an odd seventeenth-century poem in macaronic Latin and the
torture of a Cavalier in New College in the period of the civil war, when part of New
College was re
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The Rustica descriptio referred to is a satire on the Parliamentary Visitation of Oxford, by
John Allibond (159721658), clergyman and sometime master of Magdalen College School.
It was first published twice, anonymously, in 1648.* Allibond was a hater of puritans, and
his poem, in comic rhyming Latin with the odd line in English thrown in for macaronic
effect, was rediscovered and often reprinted throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. As it opens:

Rumore nuper est delatum,
Dum agebamus ruri,
OXONIUM, iri REFORMATUM
Ab his qui dicti PURLI.

>, (HDUQ-G EN LQUHXLIHQFH VXUH
As | lived in my rural retreat,
7KDIl SHIRUPHWY VXUQDP-G fiiIKH 3XUH:
= HUH UHPRGHILQJ 6FLHQFH-V VHDII §
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